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Academy Awards Animations

   A couple of years ago I made my first attempt at teaching ‘Claymations’ to the 
Grade 5 and 6 children at St Michael’s Primary School in Berwick.  It was the first year 
in which we had double ICT classes which is classified as a block (2 x 45 minutes) for 
the Grade 5 and 6 children.  The year was 2006, two years back in time not so long ago, 
but in computer terms with the rapid changes in technology, it’s like a century ago. 

At the time I was, and still am a Specialist Teacher teaching ICT to all levels from Prep 
to Grade 6 in a computer lab environment.  We only had one computer between two 
children with limited equipment and programs, yet we considered ourselves to be well 
equipped in comparison to some schools.   

Before commencing this project, it was necessary for the children to have an understanding 
of claymations and the work involved in producing a movie.  Several aspects were 
introduced to the children by watching professional movies as well as short sample movies 
created by school children of the same age. Students were divided into working teams of 
four which involved time management, the delegation of different jobs to utilise equipment 
and also their co-operation, as they were required to compromise and contribute.

A  great deal of planning and preparing had to take place before students would even 
touch a camera. They had to write a storyline that was easy to follow, create a background 
scene by constructing a diorama and make plasticine characters. They also had to learn 
how to take and download pictures which meant, learning how to operate a digital camera 
and web cam correctly, keeping the camera very still and only moving the character to 
eliminate an earthquake effect and learn how to download photos and place them into the 
correct folder. Students also had to learn how to operate ‘MovieMaker’ and apply a variety 
of files. They were working with picture files, voice recording files, music files, sound 
files, MovieMaker files and Media Player. 

While watching the children, there was many a time where you would see frustration as 
well as sheer persistence and determination to get the job done. At the same time there 
was engagement, satisfaction, discussion and excitement when watching their achievements.  
This project was not about children entering a computer room, completing a task and 
departing. It was about combining those individual tasks in a group setting, to work on a 
project and create a product that resulted in each group’s completely different creation, 
showing their originality and strengths. 

It couldn’t just finish there!  Their work could not be placed on a pin board for everyone 
to appreciate, we needed to show it to an audience.  We celebrated their work by inviting 
parents to be the audience at the ‘St Michael’s Academy Awards’. Prior to the event a 
PowerPoint presentation was created showing the phases of their productions and included 
students being interviewed discussing what they thought of making a claymation movie.  
The computer room was decorated as if these were the real Academy Awards, complete 
with the Red Carpet. Students presenting had time to practice while other children were 
busy discussing what they were wearing to make themselves look like real movie stars. 
All Grade 5 and 6 teachers met to watch all the movies and categorise an award for each 
movie according to its achievements and strengths. The awards given after the movies 
were shown were in the form of certificates plus CDs. containing all the movies made by 
all groups in Grade 5 and Grade 6. 
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   Since its release in 2005 Google Earth has provided a powerful way of combining aerial maps 
with satellite imagery and geographic and geological information. As a learning tool for students, there 
are many different applications for all subject areas.

Finding Locations
Students can enter the latitude and longitude of a place and ‘fly’ to the location. The program allows 
you to zoom in to street level and individual houses can be located. The program will also accept street 
addresses and landmarks as destinations. With a click of the mouse you can change from map view to 
satellite view and even tilt the landscape to view the elevation of a location. Tours can be created by 
teachers which allow students to move from one location to another with a brief pause at each stop.

Using Layers
Different layers which come with the program can be activated to show key points (e.g. borders, roads, 
photographs). There are also many files available freely on the internet which can be opened in Google 
Earth to illustrate concepts e.g. location of volcanoes, explorers travels etc). It is also possible for both 
students and teachers to create their own files to be used with Google Earth.

Using Tools
Within the program there are several 
useful tools e.g. measuring distances. 
Students can click on two places on the 
image and the program tells them how far 
apart they are.

Also included with Google Earth is Google 
Sky. Having travelled to a location, one 
mouse click will allow you to view the night 
sky above that location. In Google Sky you 
can also ‘fly’ to various locations in Space e.g. galaxies for a close up view.

Applications
There are a number of different ways Google Earth can be used in a classroom. The activities can be 
either demonstrations which are teacher led, or investigations which are student initiated. Below is a 
list of a few applications which have proved very successful.

Geography: Students locate deserts using coordinates and compare the size, type and population.

  Students follow a tour of alternative energy sites around the world. Each site 
  has a box containing information and an image. Comparisons can be made between 
  locations, ease of access etc.

  Using a layer which shows tectonic plates overlaid with another layer which shows 
  volcanoes, students can draw conclusions about the relationship between tectonic 
  plates and volcanoes.

Science:  Satellite images of glaciers and other features can be interpreted and conclusions 
  drawn relating to global warming.

  Google Sky provides a ready access to astronomy images which can be used to 
  teach constellations, birth and death of stars etc.

  Students can create a tour showing the location of mining sites in Australia and 
  compare them for size and damage to the environment.

History:  Students develop a map to show the path taken by an explorer.

  Landmarks of ancient Rome can be located and their proximity to water, the sea 
  and defense can be examined.
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